MEMORANDUM

TO:

St. Joseph Area Legislative Partnership

FROM:
Mark Rhoads and Trent Watson

RE:

Special Session Legislative Report

DATE:
June 25, 2010
SPECIAL SESSION CONVENES:  The First Special Session of the 95th General Assembly convened on Thursday with the introduction of three bills related to the specific proclamation issued by Governor Jay Nixon.  Two of the bills (SB 1 and HB 1) relate to an overhaul of MOSERS and MPERS, two of the state employee pension plans.  The third bill, HB 2, provides approximately $150 million in tax credit incentives to Ford Motor Company to assist in the retooling of the Claycomo Ford plant located outside of Kansas City.  Opening remarks in the Senate would lead one to believe that the initial estimation of one week to wrap up the session is optimistic.  There appears to be controversy surrounding both issues, and despite much public discussion about so-called “consensus” between the House and Senate, it was evident that the two bodies have much to work out in the way of differences (particularly as those pertain to the pension reform).  As recently as yesterday, Senate leaders were quoted as saying that the session could last as long as three weeks.

Announced Special Session Timetable – The timetable below is based on information disseminated by House and Senate leadership.  

Thursday, June 24 – Special Session convenes; House Bill 1 (pension reform) and House Bill 2 (manufacturing jobs act) introduced.  Senate Bill 1 (pension reform) introduced.

Friday, June 25 – Technical sessions by House and Senate to 2nd Read bills and refer to committee;

Saturday and Sunday, June 26-27 – Technical session by the House to comply with a statutory provision that mandates that an actuarial analysis of any pension bill be public for five days prior to be voted on. 

Monday, June 28 – House Retirement Committee expected to conduct a hearing on HB 1.  House Job Creation and Economic Development Committee expected to conduct a hearing on HB 2.  It is anticipated that both committees will vote out some version of these bills and send them to the House Rules Committee for action either on Tuesday or Wednesday.  Also, the House Committee on Fiscal Review will hear the two bills and take action on the measures.

Also, it is likely that the Senate Retirement Committee will conduct a hearing and vote on SB 1.

Tuesday, June 29 – The full House will convene to debate and vote on HB 1 and HB 2.  According to press stories, the House expects to pass some version of the two bills and send the measures to the Senate, where they will then be 1st Read.

Wednesday, June 30 – The House bills will be 2nd Read and assigned to the Senate committees which will conduct hearings and vote on the measures.  

Thursday, July 1 – The Senate is expected to debate HB 1 and HB 2. It is also possible that the Senate could debate SB 1.

Bills Introduced

SB 1 – Introduced by Senator Crowell – An act relating to pension reform.


Text:  http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/pdf-bill/S1/intro/SB1.pdf

Summary: http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=S1&BillID=3761628
HB 1 – Introduced by Rep. Viebrock – An act relating to pension reform.


Text:  http://www.house.mo.gov/billtracking/bills103/biltxt/intro/HB0001I.htm

Summary:  Not yet available.  HB 1 contains significant differences from SB 2.  In part, this act does not contain the creation of an outside investment board to direct the investments and assets of the MOSERS/MPERS system as mandated by SB 2.

HB 2 – Introduced by Rep. Nolte – Establishes the “Manufacturing Jobs Act” and authorizes tax credit incentives for Ford Motor Company.


Text: http://www.house.mo.gov/billtracking/bills103/biltxt/intro/HB0002I.htm

Summary:  Not yet available.  This bill is substantially similar to legislation drafted and debated during the 2010 Regular Session.  It does not contain language relating to economic development incentives for the creation of data centers in the state.

If you would like the full text of a bill or a bill summary, they will be posted at http://www.moga.state.mo.us/ as they become available.  This report was distributed by the St. Joseph Area Chamber of Commerce with support from the City of St. Joseph, Buchanan County, Missouri Western State University, St. Joseph Convention and Visitors Bureau, and Heartland Health.
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