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2010 Chamber Priorities Identified

Local Issues:

· Support efforts to establish an ongoing General Obligation Bonds program funded through property taxes to address the community’s aging infrastructure needs, including upgrading the city’s sewer system to federal EPA standards.

· Support passage of new bond levy to fund the construction of new grade schools in the St. Joseph School District.

· Support efforts to secure adequate funding to strengthen the Missouri River levees through the St. Joseph metro area.

· Support continued progress in downtown revitalization, continued development of the Riverside corridor, Eastowne Business Park, and vital areas of commerce and industry.

· Support efforts to improve local funding for public safety.
State Issues:
· Re-establish essential revenue for municipal services by securing statutory relief on the state’s limitation of “stacking” of city sales taxes and rollback provisions contained in SB 711 regarding property taxes.
· Seek adequate & reliable funding for public education for pre-kindergarten through12th grade and for higher education.
· Seek funding for 4 priority road construction Projects: (a) U.S. 36 Highway & Riverside interchange; (b) I-29 & U.S.169 interchange; (c) new interchange at 1-29 and Faraon; and (d) the Alabama Street viaduct.
· Support the branding of St. Joseph as the home of the Animal Health Corridor and the expansion of our agricultural, agribusiness and biotechnology markets in the global economy.
· Economic Development – Support legislation to expand state economic development incentives through the “Quality Jobs” program, workforce training, and tax abatement on personal property of targeted industries. 

Federal Issues:

· Healthcare Reform - Support legislation that would improve access to affordable healthcare insurance for small employers and individuals and reduce healthcare costs, without the formation of a new government-operated health insurance program or new mandates on small businesses.

· Employee Free Choice Act (Card Check) – Oppose any effort to eliminate private balloting in the election process of organizing a union in the workplace.

· No Child Left Behind – Reconcile Missouri’s performance measures with those being used in other states and support efforts to eliminate the unfunded federal mandates of “No Child Left Behind.”   

· Tax Reform – Support legislation that would simplify and improve fairness in the federal tax code.

·  Energy Diversification – Support legislation that would promote the development of alternative fuels and energy conservation without the adoption of punitive federal mandates as currently proposed in the “cap and trade” legislation (also re-branded in the Senate as “Pollution Reduction and Investment”).
Chamber Legislative Activities: 
· Energy Diversification – Support legislation that would promote the development of alternative fuels and energy conservation without the adoption of punitive federal mandates as currently proposed in the “cap and trade” legislation (also re-branded in the Senate as “Pollution Reduction and Investment”). 
· Build relationships and provide individual briefings to legislators, chief policymakers, and their staff members.

· “St. Joseph Rising” legislative session preview in January

· “Great Northwest Day” at the Capitol in February

· “Washington D.C. Fly-in” in March or April

· Provide Weekly Legislative Updates during the General Assembly session 

· Encourage state and federal officials to visit and participate in forums 

