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In the news…

· In the continuing saga regarding what to do about tax credit programs, the Governor and legislative leaders had dueling press conferences this week.  Governor Nixon and leading education officials held a press event this week with a united message that tax credits reduce the amount of state assistance available for K-12 and higher education.  Nixon is attempting to convince legislators to adopt his proposal to reduce ongoing state tax credits from the current level of about $500 million per year to about $314 million.  House Speaker Ron Richard likewise held a press conference and made it clear that he does not support the plan and that neither the Senate’s proposal nor the Governor’s proposal “is going to get past my desk”.  House leaders accused the Governor of playing politics by involving educational leaders in the fight.

· This week, the Missouri House passed a bill and a constitutional amendment to mandate “no excuse absentee voting” (a form of early voting) and to mandate the showing of an approved photo identification to vote.  These issues have been around for several years and tend to evolve into harsh partisan fighting.  The bills now go to the Senate for consideration.

· This week, Governor Nixon nominated two new members to the Missouri Gaming Commission.  They are Jack Merritt (R-Republic), a former Missouri Highway Patrol officer and former Sheriff of Greene County and Barrett Hatches (D-Kansas City), who served as CEO of Swope Community Enterprises and who had also worked for Missouri Gas Energy.  Following the announcement of the two new members, who must obtain the advice and consent of the Missouri Senate, Missouri Gaming Commission (MGC) Executive Director Gene McNary announced his intention to resign effective July 1 of this year.  An MGC spokesperson said that “The day before yesterday's commission meeting, the governor announced two new appointees to the commission. Gene clearly saw a changing of the guard” (St. Louis Business Journal).

STATE OF THE BUDGET:  The state budget is now in the hands of the Senate and House Budget Conference Committee and the five members of each chamber began meeting on Thursday morning.  The general consensus is that the House will go along with the great majority of the changes made by the Senate which consisted of additional budget cuts exceeding $500 million.  We could very well see the budget submitted to the Governor in advance of the May 7 deadline.  Meanwhile, on Thursday, the Governor ordered another round of FY 2010 budget cuts totaling $45 million. Biggest losers include the St. Louis Metro transit system, the Parents as Teachers Program, K-12 transportation programs, biodiesel subsidies and public hospitals that participate in the State’s Medicaid Program.  Missouri Budget Director Linda Lueberring announced that, as of April 20, tax collections are down 19% from this point last year and the average income tax collection has fallen nearly 30%.  

REBOOTING GOVERNMENT: Where are they now… In mid-March the Senate deviated from its regular session activities to break into eight small working groups designed to discuss ideas and issues relating to streamlining state government and realizing additional efficiencies.  

The exercise resulted in reports from each of the working groups which ranged from relatively small cost saving ideas to significant restructuring of government involving hundreds of millions in potential savings. Here is a list of the Rebooting Government Bills:

· SS SCS SB 1014 - This bill would reduce the state’s prison population by nearly 2,000 inmates by directing offenders who plead guilty or are found guilty of a class D felony, with less than two prior felony convictions, to either a treatment court (such as a drug or DWI court), sentencing offenders to a county jail, or placing them on probation. This bill has been Third Read and passed by the Senate. 

· SS SB 1057 – This bill would merge the State Water Patrol into the Missouri State Highway Patrol and transfer the Division of Alcohol and Tobacco Control from the Department of Public Safety to the Department of Revenue. Currently, this bill is in the Senate Fiscal Oversight Committee. 

· SS SB 943 – This bill makes temporary modifications to the foundation formula. This bill has been Third Read and passed by the Senate. 

· SS SCS SB 734 – This bill consolidates K-12 services through the Regional Professional Development Centers and allows physical education credit for interscholastic athletes and marching band. This bill has been Third Read and passed by the Senate. 

· SS SB 714 – This bill contains several provisions relating to retirement, including a measure that would allow the state auditor to audit any state or local public employee retirement system at least every three years. Third Read and passed by the Senate.

· SS SB 1007 – This bill contains some Medicaid cost containments along with various requirements for public assistance programs administered by the state. This bill has been perfected by the Senate and is currently in the Senate Committee on Fiscal Oversight. 

· SS SJR 44 - This proposed constitutional amendment, if approved by the voters, would eliminate the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, the Department of Higher Education, and the Coordinating Board for Higher Education. It also creates the Department of Education. This constitutional amendment has been Third Read and passed by the Senate. 

· SS#3 SCS SJR 45 - This Senate Joint Resolution, if approved by voters, would modify the State Board of Education. Currently, the State Board only oversees the public schools in the state. This resolution would allow it to coordinate public higher education. In addition, the board must promote the development of a seamless and efficient system of education. This bill has been perfected by the Senate and currently in the Senate Committee on Fiscal Oversight. 

OMNIBUS LOCAL GOVERNMENT LEGISLATION:    On Thursday, the House Local Government Committee voted “do pass” a 550-page bill that contains a multitude of issues impacting local governments.  The bill was put together by Chairman Jason Brown (R-Platte City).  The bill is a House Committee Substitute for SS/SCS/SB 580.  The full text of the bill is not yet available on line.  The bill does include the convention center and exhibition center provisions endorsed by the City of St. Joseph and Buchanan County.  It does not include the nuisance abatement language desired by Buchanan County as a result of opposition from The Missouri Farm Bureau.  Additionally the bill contains language that permits adjustments in county budgets by county commissions.  That language is as follows:  “Any county may amend the annual budget during any fiscal year in which the county experiences a verifiable decline is funds, and such amount or source, including but not limited to federal or state grants or private donations, could not be estimated or anticipated when the budget was adopted; provided that, any decrease in appropriations shall be allocated among the county departments, offices, institutions, commissions and boards in fair and equitable manner under all the circumstances, and shall not unduly affect any one department, office, institution, commission or board.  Any decrease in an appropriation authorized under subdivision (2) of subsection 1of this section shall not impact any dedicated fund otherwise provided by law.”  There is language that states that in the session commencing January, 2015 the General Assembly shall determine whether these provisions are no longer applicable and should be repealed.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENT NOTICES:  This week the Missouri House took up HCS/HB 1316, sponsored by Representative Bill Deeken.  Currently, assessors in counties without a charter form of government must give taxpayers a projected tax liability notice with the notice of increased assessed valuation beginning January 1, 2011.  This substitute requires all assessors in counties without a charter form of government and Jefferson County to give property owners additional information with the notice of increased assessed valuation.  The notice must include the previous assessed value and any increase, a statement indicating that the change in assessed value may impact the record owner's tax liability, and information regarding the processes and deadlines for appealing determinations of the assessed valuation.  This requirement applies to all calendar years prior to January 1 of the year following receipt of the necessary software from the State Tax Commission.  Beginning January 1 of the year following receipt of the software, assessors in all counties without a charter form of government and Jefferson County must give taxpayers a projected tax liability notice with the notice of increased assessed valuation.

Beginning January 1, 2011, in St. Louis County, the assessor must provide notice that information regarding the assessment method and computation of value for real property is available on the assessor's web site, the web site address, and the assessor's contact information so taxpayers without Internet access can request and receive the information.

There is an estimated $100,000 cost on General Revenue in FY 2011, 2012, and 2013.  

The bill was Perfected on Monday, April 19th with floor amendments offered onto the bill.  On Thursday, April 22nd, the bill was Third Read and Passed by a vote of 147-0.

INCOME TAX CREDIT TO ATTRACT SPORTING GAMES AND EVENTS:  This week the Missouri House took up HCS/HB 1786, sponsored by Representative Tim Jones.  The bill authorizes an income tax credit for the eligible costs, as specified in the substitute, for bringing eligible events such as conventions or sporting games to Missouri. "Eligible event" is defined in the substitute and is based on population characteristics of the areas where the events will occur.  In order to receive the tax credit, the Department of Economic Development must certify the applicant's game or event support contract between the applicant and a site selection organization.  These organizations are specified in the substitute and include the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) and the United States Olympic Committee (USOC).  Within 60 days of the conclusion of the game or event, the department, in consultation with the Director of the Department of Revenue, must determine the amount of tax revenues which is directly attributable or related to the game or event.  Within 60 days of receiving documentation from the applicant of the eligible costs, the Department of Economic Development will issue a refundable tax credit equal to 100% of the eligible costs or 90% of the tax revenues within the market area which are directly attributable to the game or event, whichever is less.  The applicant must submit evidence of the eligible costs within 60 days of the conclusion of the game or event.

No more than $10 million of these tax credits can be issued by the department in any fiscal year, and the credit may be transferred or sold.  The department is also limited to issuing no more than 75% of total tax credits for game promotion and no more than 25% of total tax credits for event promotion.  Support contracts cannot be certified by the department later than six years from the effective date of the substitute; however, the department can certify contracts during this six-year period for games that will be held more than six years from the effective date.

The fiscal note on this legislation can range from $63,000 up to $10 million.  

Opponents on the other side of the aisle have stated that funding a tax credit like this right now is inappropriate as healthcare and education is being cut in the budget.  Democrat representatives urged the body to vote against this legislation and put the $10 million back into education where it was needed most.  

Representative Jones rebuttal was that if Missouri did not take advantage of this tax credit, it would set the State back and not bring any new revenues to Missouri in regards to the collegiate events.  

No floor amendments were offered onto the bill and it was Perfected.  Later this week the bill was Third Read and Passed by a vote of 98-59.

CHARTER COUNTY AUDITORS:  This week, the Senate Committee on Jobs, Economic Development and Local Government conducted its hearing and voted “do pass” on SCS/HCS/HB 1290.   This act requires the auditor of any county with a charter form of government to annually take an inventory of county property with an original value of $1,000 or more, rather than $250. 

The governing body of a municipality may annex a parcel of land within a research, development, or office park, as defined in Section 172.273 that is compact and contiguous to the existing municipal boundaries if the municipality receives the written consent of all the property owners within the area.

The Committee voted the bill out as a consent bill, but the measure was removed from consent status later in the week and sent back to committee for consideration and a regular bill.

REGIONAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CENTERS:  On Tuesday, the Senate gave final third reading approval to SS/SCS/SB 734.  In part this bill provides that, beginning in fiscal year 2013, the Division of School Improvement within the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education may ensure that each Regional Professional Development Center provide professional development educational assistance for fine arts. 

The emphasis for fine arts assistance may be on the following: act as a resource for school districts, as described in the act; work with school districts in staff development and curriculum issues related to fine arts education; collaborate with the regional office and regional personnel; coordinate services available from other entities involved in fine arts education and fine arts integration; assist and support local school districts in providing fine arts education; and contribute to the development and implementation of in-service training that responds to the needs of arts specialists and other educators for the needs of Missouri students in the fine arts. 

This act requires each regional professional development center to identify ways in which school districts can achieve efficiencies, become more cost effective, reduce costs, and reduce and minimize duplicative operations, services, and purchasing. Examples of such ways include: allowing districts to share a superintendent, allowing group purchasing of supplies, allowing group purchases of insurance, allowing group administration of support services (payroll, maintenance, human resources), allowing group participation in a deferred compensation plan. RPDCs must provide assistance to school districts that choose to implement such measures.

SALES FOR RESALE BILLS:  On Wednesday the House Committee on General Laws conducted its hearing on SS/SB 928, sponsored by Senator Brad Lager (R-Savannah).  This act provides that in general, sales for resale will not be subject to sales tax provided such subsequent sale is taxed in this or another state, for resale, or exempt from tax. Two exceptions to the general rule are created for charges for admission or seating accommodations at places of amusement, entertainment, or recreation, and for charges for rooms, meals, and drinks. In the case of the two exceptions, operators of such places must remit tax on the gross receipts received by such operators, and subsequent sales will not be subject to tax if they are an arms length transaction for fair market value with an unaffiliated entity. 

The act exempts sales of sporting clays, wobble, skeet, and trap targets to any shooting range or similar places of business for use in the normal course of business and money received by a shooting range or similar places of business from patrons and held by a shooting range or similar place of business for redistribution to patrons at the conclusion of a shooting event from state and local sales and use taxes.  The Committee voted the bill “do pass” and the measure now goes to the House Rules Committee for consideration.

Also, this week the Senate Ways and Means Committee voted “do pass” SCS/HCS/HB 2048, relating to several property tax and tax collections issues.  Included is the language pertaining to sales for resale which provides that such sales will not be subject to sales tax provided that the subsequent sale is taxed in this or another state.  Two exceptions to the general rule are created for charges for admission or seating accommodations at places of amusement, entertainment, or recreation, and for charges for rooms, meals, and drinks. In the case of the two exceptions, such places must remit tax on the gross receipts received by such operators, and subsequent sales will not be subject to tax if they are an arms length transaction for fair market value with an unaffiliated entity. 

The act authorizes a local sales tax exemption for gratuities, whether mandatory or voluntary, provided with the receipt of property or services. Amounts charged by travel agents or an intermediary will be exempt from all local hotel or motel transient guest taxes and occupancy taxes.
The bill now goes to the Senate Calendar – House Bills for Third Reading.
ESTIMATED TAX LIABILITY / SB 711 FIX:  This week, the House Rules Committee voted “do pass” on SCS/SB 588 and the bill is now on the House Calendar – Senate Bill for Third Reading.  Under current law, assessors in counties without a charter form of government will be required to provide taxpayers with a projected tax liability notice which must accompany a notice of increased assessed value effective January 1, 2011. This act extends the effective date for the projected tax liability notice requirements for assessors in counties without a charter form of government and Jefferson County to January first of the year following the year in which such assessors receive software from the state tax commission which is necessary to provide such notices. For all calendar years prior to January first of the year following receipt of such software, all assessors in counties without a charter form of government and Jefferson County will be required to provide property owners with additional information accompanying the notice of increased assessed value. The notice shall include the previous assessed value and any increase, provide a statement indicating that the change in assessed valued may impact the record owner's tax liability, and provide processes and deadlines for appealing determinations of the assessed value. Such notice shall be provided in a way that alerts the record owner of the potential impact on tax liability and the available appellate processes. 

Effective January 1, 2011, the St. Louis County Assessor, must provide taxpayers with a notice that information regarding the assessment method and computation of value for such real property is available on the assessor's website and provide the website address whenever the assessor notifies such taxpayers of changes in assessed value. Such notification shall provide the assessor's contract information so taxpayers without internet access can request and received such information. 

UNIVERSITY LAND LEASE BILL HEARD:  This week the House Committee on Corrections and Public Institutions met in executive session and voted HCS SCS/SB 778, sponsored by Sen. Pearce (R-Johnson) Do Pass.  Current law provides that the boards of governors of certain state institutions of higher education may convey or transfer the title to certain real property without authorization from the General Assembly until August 28, 2011. This act extends this expiration date to August 28, 2017. In addition, any conveyance or transfer must be done at fair market value. This act also updates the name of the University of Central Missouri to reflect the name change authorized by its board of governors. The HCS adds a land conveyance of the Nevada Habilitation Center in Nevada, Missouri. 

TAX INCENTIVES TO ATTRACT SPORTING EVENTS:  This week the House brought up for perfection HCS HB 1786 sponsored by Rep. Jones-89 (R-St. Louis).  This substitute authorizes an income tax credit for the eligible costs, as specified in the substitute, for bringing eligible events such as conventions or sporting games to Missouri. Eligible event" is defined in the substitute and is based on population characteristics of the areas where the events will occur. This HCS was perfected by a roll call vote of 107 Yes 54 No. This bill was Third Read and passed by a vote of 98 Yes and 59 No. 

NOTIFICATION OF PUBLIC MEETINGS This week the House brought up for perfection HB 1444 sponsored by Rep. Jones-89 (R-St. Louis). This legislation requires certain public governing bodies to hold a public meeting and to allow public comment four business days prior to voting on certain issues.  This bill was perfected on a voice vote with no amendments added.  This bill was Third Read and passed by a vote of 135 Yes and 17 No. 

BRIGHT FLIGHT SCHOLASHIP: This week the House Higher Education Committee held an executives session on HCS SCS SB 733 sponsored by Sen. Pearce (R-Johnson).  The SCS modifies the requirements for renewal awards through the Bright Flight Scholarship Program. If a scholarship recipient cannot attend an approved institution because of military service with the United States Armed Forces, the student will receive the scholarship if he or she returns to full-time status within six months after completing military service. The student must verify to the Coordinating Board for Higher Education that the military service was satisfactorily completed. This bill also states that the Bright Flight program will first fund the top 3% of applicants and with the money left over will then fund the top 4 and 5%. The HCS added the following language from HCS #2 for HB 1812: 


Beginning with the 2014-2015 academic year, this substitute combines the categories for these schools into one with a $2,850 maximum and a $1,500 minimum award and increases the maximum award for community colleges from $1,000 to $1,300. Any award amount will be reduced by the amount of a student's payment from the A+ Schools Program or any successor program. 


Beginning with the 2010-2011 academic year, the substitute revises the grade required for renewing an Access Missouri award from a 2.5 grade point average (GPA) on a four-point scale to maintaining satisfactory academic progress for those scholarship recipients who have less than 60 semester hours, while retaining the 2.5 GPA for those with 60 semester hours or more. Satisfactory academic progress is to be defined by the institution of attendance but cannot be lower than a 2.0 on a four-point scale.  The substitute clarifies that the required GPA for the renewal of other assistance programs will continue to be 2.5. In order to award the additional scholarships as a result of the revised GPA requirement, award amounts will be refigured within the annual appropriation amount.  The substitute repeals the current expiration date of the Access Missouri Financial Assistance Program and specifies that any provisions regarding a termination date will not apply to the program.  The substitute contains an emergency clause for the provisions regarding the revised requirements for renewing an award.

COUNTY INVENTORY   The House Ways and Means committee met on Thursday April 22 in executive session to discuss SB 628.  SB 628, sponsored by Senator Scott Rupp, requires the auditor of any county with a charter form of government to take an annual inventory of county property with an original value of $1,000 or more, rather than $250.  There was no discussion and the committee voted “do pass” 9-0.  Currently this legislation has not been placed on a calendar for debate.  

FEDERAL BUDGET STABALIZATION FUND   The Senate Appropriations committee met on Wednesday April 21 in executive session to discuss HB 1903.  HB 1903, sponsored by Representative Allen Icet, creates the Federal Budget Stabilization Fund to receive monies from any federal job creation legislation enacted by the 111th United States Congress.  This legislation also contains an Emergency Clause.  Senator Rupp offered a Senate Committee Substitute which was adopted and creates the Race to the Top Fund, in which all funds received from the federal government through the Race to the Top Program will be deposited. Prior to the distribution of any such funds, the Commissioner of Education must appear before the Joint Committee on Education and present the proposed distribution of funds. The Joint Committee must approve or deny, by majority vote, the Commissioner's proposed distribution.  Senator Rob Mayer stated that if the Substitute threatened the underlying legislation he would recommend that Senator Rupp’s language be stripped off the bill.  Currently, this legislation has not been placed on a calendar for debate.

CONSOLIDATED LIBRARY DISTRICT ANNUAL STATUS REPORT:  On Monday, April 19th the Senate Committee on Financial/Governmental Organization and Elections held a hearing on HB 1559, sponsored by Rep. Jason Brown (R-Plate City).   Currently, the librarian of a consolidated public library district is required to submit an annual status report to the

district board by August 31, and the board is required to submit this report and an independent audit to the county commission and the State Library Commission by September 30 of each year.  This bill changes the due dates to September 30 and October 31, respectively.

There were no witnesses to testify in support or opposition and the committee took no action.

ACCESS MISSOURI FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM:  This week the House perfected HCS HB 1473 sponsored by Rep. Thomson (R-Nodaway). This substitute revises the grade required for renewing an Access Missouri Scholarship from a 2.5 grade point average (GPA) on a four-point scale to maintaining satisfactory academic progress for those scholarship recipients who have less than 60 semester hours, while retaining the 2.5 GPA for those with 60 semester hours or more.  Satisfactory academic progress is to be defined by the institution of attendance but cannot be lower than a 2.0 on a four-point scale.  The substitute clarifies that the required GPA for the renewal of other assistance programs will continue to be 2.5.  In order to award the additional scholarships as a result of the revised GPA requirement, award amounts will be refigured within the annual appropriation amount. During perfection, Rep. Still (D-Boone) offered HA 1 which starting 2011 would equalize the amounts awarded to students going to public and private institutions. Rep. Thomson (R-Nodaway) offered HAS 1; this language would make HCS HB 1473 identical to HCS SB 733 voted out of the House Higher Education Committee. The amendment is adopted and the bill was perfected on a voice vote. This bill was Third Read and passed by a vote of 145 Yes and 10 No. The Emergency Clause was adopted. Following is a link to HCS/SB 733:  http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/pdf-bill/hcs/SB733.pdf
NEW DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION:  This week the Senate brought up for perfection SS SJR 44 sponsored by Sen. Shields (R-Buchannan) which would eliminate the Department of Higher Education and the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and create in lieu thereof the Department of Education.  This proposed constitutional amendment, if approved by the voters, would eliminate the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, the Department of Higher Education and the Coordinating Board of Higher Education from the Missouri Constitution. It also creates the Department of Education. SS SJR 44 was perfected without amendment. SS SJR 44 was Third Read and passed.

NEW STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION: This week the Senate brought up for perfection SS SCS SJR 45 sponsored by Sen. Shields (R-Buchannan). SS SJR 45 designates how the Department of Education will operate. It creates the new State Board of Education, which will have the authority over public education. The Board will also have the authority over budgets and the consolidation or elimination of higher education institutions. If the Board decides to consolidate or eliminate an institution, the General Assembly must approve the decision within 60 days. SA 1 was offered by Sen. Shields which would add language specifying that the powers currently delegated to the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, Department of Higher Education and the Coordinating Board of Higher Education will all automatically go to the Board of Education, the language also adds an affective date of July 1, 2011. The amendment was adopted on a voice vote. SA 2 offered by Sen. Nodler (R-Joplin). This amendment states that the Board directs the budget by allocation only, not actual control of university budgets. This amendment would prohibit special appropriations to universities outside of the “formula”. After long debate on this amendment Sen. Shields ask that the bill be placed on the Informal Calendar, stating that he will go back and re-think the proposal and will probably lessen the powers regarding higher education governance. 

SS SCS SJR 45 was taken back up for debate. Sen. Shields withdrew the SS and offered SS #2 which makes the following changes:  

1. Changes the number of members of the board to be equal to the number of congressional districts in the state. There must be one member from each district. No more than five members from the same political party. 

2. Changes the term of office from eight years to six years for members. 

3. Removes language relating to the oversight over higher education budgets. It adds language giving the new board authority to receive budget proposals from each higher education institution and present budget proposals to the Governor. 

4. In regards to the recommendation of the consolidation or elimination of programs, it adds language stating that the consolidation or elimination of programs will occur unless the General Assembly disapproves it by concurrent resolution. 

5. It adds language stating that the governing board of each institution will retain authority over its degree requirements and processes to maintain accreditation. 

6. Adds language stating that the board will retain 10% of the funds appropriated to each institution that will be distributed to the institutions to promote the development of a seamless efficient education system. 

7. Language is added stating that the board will succeed the Coordinating Board for Higher Education and Department of Higher Education. (SA 1 from the first SS). 

8. Adds an effective date of July 1, 2011. 

SA 1 offered by Sen. Cunningham (R-St. Louis) – changes number of board members to eight, seven of which are current members of the state board of education as of April 20, 2010 and one member of the current coordinating board for higher education. – Trumped by Sub SA 1
SA 1 to SA 1 offered by Sen. Lager (R-Andrew) – adds language that at least one member will be an active elementary or secondary teacher. – Adopted.
SSA1 to SA1 offered by Sen. Crowell (R-Cape Girardeau) – Six member board, appointed by the governor for four year terms. – Adopted. 

SA2 offered by Sen. Bray (R-St. Louis) – Changes language that supervision and instruction in the public schools and public education in the state across the age spectrum from early childhood through the completion of elementary and secondary education. Current language in the bill is postsecondary. – 

SSA 1 to SA 2 offered by Sen. Ridgeway (R-Clay) – The board will have no supervision over early childhood education or higher education. -  

SS #2 SCS SJR 45 was again laid over on the Senate Informal Calendar with the substitute amendment to SA 2 pending. 

Sen. Shields withdrew SS #2 SCS SJR 45 and sent forward SS #3 SCS SJR 45. This SS #3 creates the state board of education. This board shall have all of the statutory powers currently given to the state board of education, coordinating board for higher education and the department of higher education and also gives them the power to coordinate public higher education. The board must promote the development of a seamless and efficient system of education. The board shall be made up of six members, no more than three of which may be from the same political party, whose terms shall be four years. 

SA 1 to SS #3 SCS SJR 45 offered by Sen. Green (R-St. Louis) – changes the terms of the board members from four years to six. – Adopted
SSA 1 to SA 1 to SS #3 SCS SJR 45 offered by Sen. Green – staggering the terms of the board members. - Adopted
SA 2 to SS #3 SCS SJR 45 offered by Sen. Ridgeway (R-Clay) – changes language to clearly state that the board’s authority is only over public institutions. -  Withdrawn.

SA 3 to SS #3 SCS SJR 45 offered by Sen. Ridgeway – adds language that the commissioner hired by the board shall require the advice and consent of the senate. – Adopted. 

This bill was perfected by a voice vote. 
ELIMINATES AND COMBINES CERTAIN STATE BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:  On Thursday, April 22nd the House Special Committee on Governmental Accountability and Ethics held a hearing on SCS/SB 991, sponsored by Sen. Delbert Scott (R-Lowry City).  This bill   eliminates, combines, and revises certain state boards, commissions, committees, and councils. Some of the provisions of the bill are as follows:

GOVERNOR'S COUNCIL ON DISABILITY

(Section 8.650, 37.735, 37.740, 37.745, 162.1000, 286.001, 286.005, 286.200, 286.205, 286.210)

The Governor's Council on Disability is moved from the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations to the Office of Administration. 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON COUNTY SALARIES

(Section 21.780)

This act eliminates the Joint Committee on County Salaries, which is required to review county salaries every ten years. 

MISSOURI ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION TRUST BOARD

(Section 166.203)

This act reduces the number of members of the board of the Missouri Access to Higher Education Trust by eliminating the two members nominated by the president pro tempore of the Senate and the speaker of the House of Representatives.

VIDEO INSTRUCTIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

(Section 170.250)

This act reduces the number of members of the Video Instructional Development and Educational Opportunity Advisory Committee by eliminating the four legislative members of the committee. The advisory committee shall expire on December 31, 2013. 

MO RX PLAN ADVISORY COMMISSION

(Sections 208.175, 208.792)

This act eliminates the MO Rx Plan Advisory Commission, which provided advice on the benefit design and operational policy of the Missouri Rx plan. The Drug Utilization Review Board is given the power to provide advice on guidelines, policies, and procedures of the Missouri Rx plan. 

MO HEALTHNET OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

(Sections 208.195, 208.955)

This act eliminates the advisory committee appointed by the director of the Division of Family Services to provide technical advice regarding medical care for public assistance recipients and makes the MO Healthnet Oversight Committee serve as the medical care advisory committee to the Medicaid director. This act also eliminates the Comprehensive Entry Point System for Long-term Care Subcommittee of the MO Healthnet Oversight Committee.

COMMISSION ON THE SPECIAL HEALTH PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL NEEDS OF MINORITY OLDER INDIVIDUALS

(Sections 208.530, 208.533, 208.535, 210.496) 

This act eliminates the Commission on the Special Health, Psychological, and Social Needs of Minority Older Individuals. 

INTERIOR DESIGN COUNCIL

(Section 324.406)

This act reduces the number of members on the Interior Design Council by eliminating two of the members who are required to be interior designers. 

MISSOURI BOARD OF NURSING HOME ADMINISTRATORS

(Sections 344.060, 660.010)

Currently, the director of the Department of Health and Senior Services appoints the members of the Missouri Board of Nursing Home Administrators. This act gives the governor the authority to appoint the members of the Missouri Board of Nursing Home Administrators, with the advice and consent of the Senate.

STATE BANKING AND SAVINGS AND LOAN BOARD

(Sections 361.070, 361.092, 361.093, 361.094, 361.095, 361.096, 361.097, 361.098, 361.105, 362.040, 362.105, 362.111, 362.325, 369.014, 369.024, 369.144, 369.159, 369.294, 369.299, 369.304, 369.309, 369.314, 369.319, 369.329, 371.060, 371.090, 371.240)

This act combines the State Banking Board and the State Savings and Loan Commission into the State Banking and Savings and Loan Board. This board will have five members, one attorney, two members with at least five years of bank management experience, one member with at least five years of experience managing a savings and loan association, and one member not involved in the administration of a financial institution. The members shall serve six year terms.

The hearing and appeal procedures for determinations dealing with savings and loan associations will be governed by the hearing and appeal process as it currently exists for state banks. 

MISSOURI SEED CAPITAL INVESTMENT BOARD

(Sections 620.638, 620.641, 620.644, 620.647, 620.650, 620.653)

This act eliminates the Missouri Seed Capital Investment Board and transfers its duties to the Missouri Technology Corporation. 

THE TRANSPORTATION DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

(Sections 622.055, 622.057)

This act eliminates the Transportation Development Commission. 

SECTION 1

This act provides that any board, commission, council, committee, or joint committee that was created prior to March 17, 2010 and has not held a meeting prior to March 17, 2010 shall cease to exist on August 28, 2010. The department to which a board, commission, council, or committee is assigned, or the joint committee on legislative research, in the case of any joint committee of the general assembly, shall report to the revisor of statutes as to which boards, commission, councils, committees, or joint committees created prior to March 17, 2010, have not met prior to March 17, 2010, and cease to exist. The Crime Laboratory Review Commission, the Criminal Nonsupport Courts Coordinating Commission, the Entrepreneurial Development Council, and the Professional Services Payment Committee continue to exist, even if they have not met before March 17, 2010. 

Testifying in support was the Division of Professional Registration who explained the process.  There were no witnesses to testify in opposition.  Testifying for informational purposes only was the Missouri Department of Economic Development.  The committee took no action.   

HEARINGS OF INTEREST: 
Conference Committee - Appropriations      
MONDAY - 04/26/10
9:00 AM, Senate Lounge
	 
	Executive session may or may not follow

Committee Members: Rob Mayer / Kurt Schaefer / Scott Rupp / Joan Bray / Tim Green / Allen Icet / Rick Stream / Ryan Silvey / Sara Lampe (HB 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2008, 2013) / Chris Kelly (HB 2001, 2003, 2012, 2013) / Rachel Bringer (HB 2002, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012) / Sam Komo (HB 2004, 2007) / Belinda Harris (HB 2006, 2008, 2009) / Shalonn Curls (2010, 2011)



 Senate-Financial/Gov. Org. and Elections      
MONDAY - 04/26/10
3:00 PM, SCR 2
	 
	Executive session:

HB 1559  

Brown-30
Changes the dates for submitting an annual status report to the consolidated library district, county commission, and the State Library Commission.

HB 1842  

Wilson-130
Specifies that the fractional requirement for passage of a tax measure must be deemed satisfied only if the popular vote percentage is equal or greater than a four decimal percentage equivalent of the fraction.

Executive session


	Committee Members: Delbert Scott, Chair / Jane Cunningham, Vice Chair / Matt Bartle / Jason Crowell / Jolie Justus / Joseph Keaveny / Jim Lembke / David Pearce / Luann Ridgeway / Robin Wright-Jones


	


Conference Committee - Appropriations      
TUESDAY - 04/27/10
8:30 AM, Senate Lounge
	 
	Executive session may or may not follow

Committee Members: Rob Mayer / Kurt Schaefer / Scott Rupp / Joan Bray / Tim Green / Allen Icet / Rick Stream / Ryan Silvey / Sara Lampe (HB 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2008, 2013) / Chris Kelly (HB 2001, 2003, 2012, 2013) / Rachel Bringer (HB 2002, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012) / Sam Komo (HB 2004, 2007) / Belinda Harris (HB 2006, 2008, 2009) / Shalonn Curls (2010, 2011)



Senate-Jobs, Eco. Devo. and Local Government      
WEDNESDAY - 04/28/10
12:00 PM, SCR 2
	 
	Public hearing:

HB 2070  

Kelly
Specifies how the funds derived from a central fire and emergency dispatching services tax may be used.

Executive session may or may not follow.


	Committee Members: John Griesheimer, Chair / Tom Dempsey, Vice Chair / Victor Callahan / Jack Goodman / Jim Lembke / Ryan McKenna / David Pearce / Luann Ridgeway / Eric Schmitt / Wes Shoemyer


	


If you would like the full text of a bill or a bill summary, they will be posted at http://www.moga.state.mo.us/ as they become available.  This report was distributed by the St. Joseph Area Chamber of Commerce with support from the City of St. Joseph, Buchanan County, Missouri Western State University, St. Joseph Convention and Visitors Bureau, and Heartland Health.

##END##

