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	In the news…
· Lieutenant Governor Peter Kinder (R) announced this week that he will seek private funding for a lawsuit challenging the new federal health care law. Kinder said that he intends to file the suit in his official capacity in Missouri federal court later this month.

· House Democrats this week used a constitutional parliamentary provision to put into motion the discharge a bill from the House Financial Institutions Committee relating to reform of the payday lending industry.  The bill, sponsored by Rep. Mary Still (D-Columbia) calls for capping the interest rate on loans at 36%, a rate that industry experts say would put them out of business.

· This week, multi-millionaire Rex Sinqefield contributed another $750,000 to support his initiative petition drive to repeal the Kansas City, Missouri earnings tax.  Sinquefield had already given $1 million to effort.

GOVERNOR NIXON ON DOWNSIZING MISSOURI STATE GOVERNMENT:  In a speech this week to faculty and students at the University of Missouri – Columbia, Governor Jay Nixon provided some details of his vision to “right size” state government. Nixon’ vision includes combining state departments, trimming the number of state employees by as much as 1,000 and cutting back on state employee travel.  Here are some of the ideas trotted out during the speech:

· Consolidation of the State Health Lab and the Animal Health Lab;

· Combining the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and the Department of Higher Education;

· Combining the Missouri State Water Patrol with the State Highway Patrol;

· Consolidation of the 114 separate Division of Family Services offices;

· Modernizing the state’s pension and health care benefits;

STATE BUDGET:  The Missouri Senate Appropriations Committee worked around the clock this week to finalize its budget recommendations and to cut approximately $500 million from the Governor’s budget.  The state has received about $1 billion in federal stimulus funds, but has also had to borrow $450 million from its budget reserve fund to pay bills.  That money must be repaid by May 15.  Major cuts included $14.7 million to the Parents as Teachers Program; $37.5 million to the Career Ladder Program (teachers pay for extra duties, k-12); $15 million in k-12 transportation; $13 million in needs-based college scholarships; $65 million in operating costs for public universities.  Other programs negatively impacted include Missouri libraries, programs for developmentally disabled children, community-based mental health programs, the State Historical Society, rural health clinics and women’s health services, county jail reimbursement (cut $3 per day to $19.58), funding to Centers for Independent Living, and funding to MOREnet (the technology that links libraries, schools, universities and state government).  The proposed cuts to higher education jeopardize the tuition freeze agreement that Nixon struck earlier this year with public institutions of higher learning.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO DISSOLVE ALL EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS:  On Tuesday, the Senate Committee on General Laws approved a measure that would submit a constitutional amendment to the voters of Missouri a ballot issue to eliminate the current structure of Missouri executive departments. The bill, sponsored by Senator Charlie Shields (R-St. Joseph) is intended to pave the way for substantive state government reorganization.  The bill is currently pending on the Senate Perfection Calendar for floor debate.

STACKED SALES TAX TAKES A TURN:  On Thursday, the Senate took up and passed SS/SCS/HB 1442, a measure that contains several issues pertaining to sales taxes and transient guest taxes.  The Senate substitute contains the provisions of SB 644 pertaining to the use of transient sales tax for the funding of an exhibition center or convention center facility in St. Joseph.  Of note, the bill also addressed the issue of stacked sales taxes.  In a last minute compromise, bill handler Sen. Gary Nodler (R-Joplin) accepted language suggested by Sen. Jason Crowell (R-Cape Girardeau) that deviated from past negotiated language.  The bill contains new language that provides “In any legal action brought against a city challenging such city’s authority to impose and collect taxes authorized under this section (Sections 94.510  and 94.577) , the prevailing party shall be entitled to reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs of such action”.  We have discussed this issue with the Missouri Municipal League and will work to correct this issue in conference committee.

CONVENTION CENTER AND EXHIBITION CENTER BILL:  On Thursday, Rep. Pat Conway (D-St. Joseph) presented SB 644 to the House Tourism Committee.  The bill would permit the city and county to use the proceeds from the tax for capital expenditures incurred in funding the promotion of tourism and convention facilities. The act also allows the City of St. Joseph and Buchanan County to contract with one another to share transient guest tax revenues for the purpose of promoting tourism and the construction, maintenance, and improvement of convention center and recreational facilities.  Finally, the act permits the City of Jefferson City to increase its transient guest tax from five to seven percent, subject to voter approval.  The committee took no action on the measure.

OMNIBUS LOCAL GOVERNMENT BILL HEARD IN HOUSE COMMITTEE:  On Wednesday, the House Local Government Committee conducted its hearing on SS/SCS/SB 580 which contains numerous provisions relating to local government.  In general the bill addresses the following issues: 1) assessed valuation and classification of counties; 2) the establishment of a county jail outside of the county seat; 3) the ability of county commissioners to adjust county budgets in mid-year; 4) county bid requirements; 5) county collectors and property tax collections; 6) political subdivision construction bidding process; 6) nuisance abatement authority for Buchanan and Andrew Counties; 7) transient guest taxes; 8) use of transient guest taxes by St. Joseph and Buchanan County for a convention center or exhibition center; 9) public notices required in TIF, TDD and eminent domain issues; 10) the creation of multi-jurisdictional law enforcement districts; 11) establishment of port authority districts; 12) provisions relating to the SB 711 “projected tax liability notice” by doing away with that requirement and requiring assessors to provide additional information; 13) provisions relating to the sale of real property to satisfy tax obligations; 14) the authority to charge admission fees for visitors to metropolitan zoological park and museums facilities; 15) provisions relating to ambulance district boards of directors;  16) provisions relating to solid waste processing facilities in St. Louis County; 17) continuing education provisions for public administrators.  A link to the bill: http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/pdf-bill/perf/SB580.pdf
Numerous witnesses testified in favor and in opposition to the bill.  Major disagreements appear to include the provisions relating to the ability of county commissions to adjust budgets in mid-year; the authority relating to zoo and museum admission charges; and the St. Louis County solid waste disposal provisions.

Chairman Jason Brown (R-Platte City) indicated that he was preparing a House Committee Substitute and would hold a vote on that measure next week.  He gave no information about what might be included or excluded from the bill or what other issues might become a part of the omnibus bill.

NUISANCE AND ABATEMENT AUTHORITY:  On Wednesday, the House Crime Prevention Committee conducted a hearing on SCS/SB 829, sponsored by Senator Kurt Schaefer (R-Columbia).  This act allows Andrews, Buchanan, and Livingston counties to enact nuisance abatement ordinances regarding the condition of real property. This act allows the counties covered by the statute to adopt nuisance abatement ordinances involving land with tires or storm water runoff conditions resulting in damage to buildings. No county shall have the power to adopt ordinances under this section governing any railroad company. Currently, certain cities, including specific third class cities, are allowed to remove weeds and trash at the owner's expense, as a special tax bill, if the property is in violation of the city ordinances more than once during the year. This act would allow any city of the third classification to have such power.  The committee took no action on the measure, but a vote is expected next week.

RACE TO THE TOP:  This week, the Senate Perfected and Third Read SB 976, sponsored by Senator Scott Rupp (R-St. Charles), which creates the Race to the Top Fund, in which all funds received from the federal government through the Race to the Top Program will be deposited. Prior to the distribution of any such funds, the Commissioner of Education must appear before the Joint Committee on Education and present the proposed distribution of funds. The Joint Committee must approve or deny, by majority vote, the Commissioner's proposed distribution. This act contains an emergency clause.

CLEAN ENERGY DEVELOPMENT BOARDS:  This week, the Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and the Environment Committee voted “do pass” SCS/SB 1037, sponsored by Senator Joan Bray (D-St. Louis). Under this bill, municipalities may individually or jointly form Clean Energy Development Boards, which shall fund energy projects for property owners within their jurisdictions. Projects shall either reduce energy consumption or create energy from renewable sources. In exchange for receiving the funding for the project, a property owner agrees to pay a special assessment to be collected with his or her property tax for a period not to exceed 20 years. 

The agreement between a property owner and a Clean Energy Development Board is a covenant that runs with the land and shall be binding upon subsequent owners of the property. Clean Energy Development Boards can establish their own application requirements and project selection criteria and can require energy audits as a prerequisite to funding a project. Boards must submit annual reports to municipality(ies) that created them, with report requirements listed in the act. Clean Energy Development Boards may issue bonds, and may use the revenue from the sale of the bonds to fund energy efficiency or renewable energy projects. The act expands the definition of the term "project" to include renewable energy projects, to make these types of projects eligible for funding through the Environmental Improvement and Energy Resources Authority (EIERA).

Municipalities may individually or jointly form Clean Energy Development Boards, which shall fund energy projects for property owners within their jurisdictions. Projects shall either reduce energy consumption or create energy from renewable sources. In exchange for receiving the funding for the project, a property owner agrees to pay a special assessment to be collected with his or her property tax for a period not to exceed 20 years. 

The agreement between a property owner and a Clean Energy Development Board is a covenant that runs with the land and shall be binding upon subsequent owners of the property. Clean Energy Development Boards can establish their own application requirements and project selection criteria and can require energy audits as a prerequisite to funding a project. Boards must submit annual reports to municipalities that created them, with report requirements listed in the act. 

Clean Energy Development Boards may issue bonds, and may use the revenue from the sale of the bonds to fund energy efficiency or renewable energy projects. 

The act expands the definition of the term "project" to include renewable energy projects, to make these types of projects eligible for funding through the Environmental Improvement and Energy Resources Authority (EIERA).

ACCESS MISSOURI   The House Higher Education Committee met on Tuesday April 6 in executive session to discuss HB 1812.  House Bill 1812, sponsored by Representative Gayle Kingery, states that currently, students at public four-year institutions, including Linn State Technical College, and private institutions receive a maximum amount of financial assistance awards of $2,150 and $4,600 respectively from the Access Missouri Financial Assistance Program.  Beginning with the 2015-2016 academic year, this bill combines the categories for these schools into one with a $2,850 maximum and a $1,500 minimum award and increases the maximum award for community colleges from $1,000 to $1,250.  A substitute was offered and adopted which states that beginning with the 2010-2011 academic year the grade required for renewing an Access Missouri award from a 2.5 grade point average to maintaining satisfactory academic progress for those scholarship recipients who have less than 60 semester hours, while retaining the 2.5 GPA for those with 60 semester hours or more. Satisfactory academic progress is to be defined by the institution of attendance but cannot be lower than a 2.0 on a four-point scale.  The substitute clarifies that the required GPA for the renewal of other assistance programs will continue to be 2.5.  In order to award the additional scholarships as a result of the revised GPA requirement, award amounts will be refigured within the annual appropriation amount. The substitute repeals the current expiration date of the Access Missouri Financial Assistance Program and specifies that any provisions regarding a termination date will not apply to the program.

Chairman Gayle Kingery stated that all interested parties, including the public universities, private universities, community colleges, the Senate and the House had all agreed to the compromise in the substitute and that this legislation is “just a guideline for future committees to build upon”.  Representative Margo McNeil argued that “taking out the sunset provision lessens our legislative oversight power”.  Representative Mary Still then offered Amendment 1 which would enact the legislation beginning school year 2011.  Amendment 1 was defeated.  The committee then voted “do pass” 12-0.

COLLECTION OF PROPERTY TAXES   The Senate Ways and Means Committee met on Wednesday April 7 for a public hearing.  House Bill 1424, sponsored by Ward Franz,  specifies that: in counties adopting a charter form of government after January 1, 2008, the county collector will continue to collect a 7% fee for the collection of delinquent and back taxes if provided for by the charter;  Authorizes counties of the first and second classification to collect and disburse property taxes using electronic records; Specifies that the county collector-treasurer will assume all duties, compensation, fee schedules, and requirements of the collector-treasurer if a county of the third or fourth classification abolishes its township form of government or a county collector becomes a  collector-treasurer; and, Requires county collectors in first and second classification counties to file with the county clerk and auditor by the fifteenth day of each month a detailed  statement of all taxes and license fees collected during the preceding month and to disburse those funds, less commissions, to the appropriate taxing entities and the  Department of Revenue.  Testifying in support was the Missouri County Collectors Association.  There was no testimony in opposition and the committee took no action.  

COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT TAXES   The Senate Ways and Means Committee met on Wednesday April 7 in executive session to discuss SB 1016.  SB 1016, sponsored by Senator Robert Mayer, requires a no tax due statement as a prerequisite for issuance of any state or local business license. A no tax due statement will also be required in order to receive payments from the state legal defense fund. The director of the Department of Revenue may enter into agreements, with state agencies responsible for issuing business and occupation licenses, in which such agencies may submit the names of applicants for business and occupation licenses to be verified by the department of revenue as having no tax due. Tax delinquencies may result in suspension of business licenses.  Senator Chuck Purgason offered Amendment 1 which “allows crime investigators for the Department of Revenue to carry firearms if they currently are licensed to conceal and carry a firearm”.  The Amendment was adopted and rolled into a Senate Committee Substitute.  The committee then voted “do pass” 5-2.  

REDUCTION OF STATE PROGRAMS   The Senate General Laws Committee met on Wednesday April 7 for a public hearing.  SB 1057, sponsored by Senator Charlie Shields, requires the Commissioner of the Office of Administration to issue a report to the General Assembly by December 31, 2010, in consultation with the directors of each state department that analyzes programs within every department that should be eliminated, reduced or combined with another program or programs.  There was no testimony in support.  Testifying in opposition was the Missouri Wholesalers’ Division who stated that although not expressly stated in this legislation, “any attempt to move or combine Alcohol and Tobacco Control would be strongly opposed”.  Also testifying in opposition was Glazers and Missouri Association of Beverage Retailers.  The Committee then met in executive session and voted “do pass” 4-0.  This legislation has not yet been placed on the Senate Floor Calendar.

JOINT COMMITTEE ON MISSOURI’S PROMISE   The Senate General Laws Committee met on Wednesday April 7 for a public hearing.  SB 1067, sponsored by Senator Charlie Shields, creates the Joint Committee on Missouri's Promise. The Committee will be charged with developing long-term strategies and plans for issues that will be impacting the future of the state of Missouri. The Committee will also be implementing budget forecasting in order to plan for the long-term financial soundness of state government.  There was no testimony in support or opposition and the committee took no action.  

BLACK OUT POLICY FOR PROFESSIONAL SPORTS TEAMS:  On Tuesday, April 6th the House Special Committee on General Laws held a hearing on HB 1986, sponsored by Rep. Jason Holsman (D-Kansas City).  This bill prohibits a professional sports team or franchise whose home stadium is located in Missouri from receiving any state public funds during the next fiscal year if any broadcast of a home sporting event is blacked out for any reason.

The sponsor believes current law is outdated.  He believes black outs are costing the state revenue.  Testifying in support was Coaches, a restaurant in Kansas City.  Rep. Holsman told the committee that he had received a letter from the National Football League stating their opposition to the bill.  Testifying for informational purposes only was Jackson County Sports Authority who believe the way the legislation is drafted it could jeopardize future state appropriations.  The committee took no action.    

ESTABLISHES THE MISSOURI STATE TRANSIT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM:  On Wednesday, April 7th the Senate Committee on Transportation held a hearing on HB 2111, sponsored by Rep. Sally Faith (R-St. Charles).  This bill establishes the Missouri State Transit Assistance Program to be administered by the Department of Transportation to provide financial assistance to defray the operating and capital costs incurred by public mass transportation providers.  The distribution of any appropriated funds must be determined by evaluating certain factors of each service provider including population, ridership, cost and efficiency of the program, availability of alternative transportation in the area, and local efforts and tax support.

Testifying in support was Missouri Public Transit Association who told the committee that in their opinion this legislation does not have an impact on METRO.  The committee took no action.   

OFFICIAL COUNTY DEPOSITARY   On Wednesday, April 7th, the House Committee on Financial Institutions, chaired by Representative Rick Stream, met to hear testimony on SB771, sponsored by Senator Delbert Scott.  The bill specifies that each bid from a bank to be the depositary for the county must be accompanied by a certified check for an amount equal to a certain percentage of the county general revenue, rather than all county revenue. Such check serves as guaranty of good faith that the required security will be provided.

This act also changes outdated references to "ex officio treasurer" to reflect the current term, "collector treasurer".  Testifying in support of the bill was the State Treasurer’s Office.  There was no testimony in opposition to the bill.

The committee moved into executive session and voted SB771 “do pass”.

MISSOURI HIGHER EDUCATION SAVINGS FUND   On Wednesday, April 7th, the House Committee on Financial Institutions, chaired by Representative Rick Stream, met to hear testimony on SCS/SB 772, sponsored by Senator Delbert Scott.  Currently, the minimum time for holding investments in the Missouri Higher Education Savings Program is 12 months. The act removes that requirement.

The sunset provision governing the Missouri Higher Education Deposit Program, which is a nonexclusive alternative to the Missouri Higher Education Savings Program and administered by the Missouri Higher Education Savings Program Board, is also removed.

Testifying in support of the bill was the State Treasurer’s Office who stated the goal is to have Missourians invest in the state as they could be investing in other states.  Also testifying in support of the bill was the Missouri Bankers Association.  There was no testimony in opposition to the bill.

The committee moved into executive session and voted SCS/SB 772 “do pass consent”.

INCOME TAX DEDUCTION FOR BANKS FOR INTEREST EARNED ON CERTAIN LOANS On Wednesday, April 7th, the House Committee on Financial Institutions, chaired by Representative Rick Stream, met to hear testimony on HB 2381, sponsored by Representative Mike Cunningham.  Beginning January 1, 2010, this bill authorizes an income tax deduction for a bank or lending institution for the amount of income tax due on any taxable interest received from a loan made to an individual or entity located within an enterprise zone. The deduction will be 100% of the amount of the taxable interest realized on the loan.  The provisions of the bill will expire December 31 six years from the effective date.

Testifying in support of the bill were the Missouri Bankers Association and the Independent Bankers Association.  There was no testimony in opposition to the bill and no action was taken on the bill.

PROJECTED TAX LIABILITY: The House committee on Ways and Means held a hearing on SCS SB 588 sponsored by Sen. Nodler (R-Jasper). Under current law, assessors in charter counties and the City of St. Louis are required to provide taxpayers with a projected tax liability notice which must accompany a notice of increased assessed value. Assessors in all other counties will be subject to the same projected tax liability notice requirements effective January 1, 2011. This act allows any county adopting a charter form of government after January 1, 2009, and any county which will be subject to projected tax liability notices effective January 1, 2011, to opt out of the requirements by an majority vote of the governing body of such county. Any county which opts out of the projected tax liability notice requirements must provide a notice of increased assessed value containing a statement informing the taxpayer that the change in assessed value may impact the taxpayer's tax liability, the previous assessed value for the property, and all processes and deadlines for appealing determinations of assessed value. Testifying in support were the County Collectors, Mo Association of Counties, School Board Administrators Association, the Cooperating School Districts of Missouri and the County Assessors. No one testified in opposition. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATIONS:  The Senate Committee on Jobs, Economic Development and Local Government held a hearing on HB 1595 sponsored by Rep. Dugger (R-Texas). This bill revises the definition of "project" as it relates to industrial development corporations to include the construction, extension, and improvement of public roads. On one testified for or against this bill. 

ESTABLISHES THE MISSOURI JOBS ACT: The Senate Committee on Jobs, Economic Development and Local Government held a hearing on HB 1675 sponsored by Rep. Nolte (R-Clay). This substitute establishes the Manufacturing Jobs Act which provides incentives for qualified suppliers or manufacturing facilities that create or retain Missouri jobs.  In its main provisions, the substitute: 

(1)  Defines a "qualified manufacturing facility" as a business which: 

(a)  Manufactures goods in Missouri;

(b)  Derives more than 10% of its total sales revenues from goods produced at the facility which are ultimately exported outside the United States or that derives more than 20% of its total sales revenues from goods produced at the facility which are exported outside of Missouri; 

(c)  Makes an additional capital investment of at least $50,000 per full-time employee equivalent retained at the facility; 

(d)  Manufactures a new product that has not been manufactured in Missouri by the company that owns the facility at any time prior to the date of the notice of intent; and

(e)  Continues to manufacture these goods for a period of at least five years from the date of the notice of intent; 

(2)  Defines "qualified supplier" as a company which: 

(a)  Derives more than 10% of its total annual revenues from sales to a qualified manufacturing facility; 

(b)  Adds five or more new jobs;

(c)  Pays wages for new jobs that are equal to or exceed the industry average wage for Missouri as determined by the Department of Economic Development using the National American Industry Classification System (NAICS) industry classifications; And 

(d)  Provides health insurance to employees and pays at least 50% of the insurance premiums; 

(3)  Allows a qualified manufacturing facility, upon approval of a notice of intent by the department, to retain 50% of the withholding taxes from retained jobs for 10 years and also remain eligible to participate in the Missouri Quality Jobs Program if it meets its requirements.  Qualified manufacturing facilities cannot simultaneously receive benefits from:  (a)  New or expanded business facilities (Sections 135.100 -135.150, RSMo); 

(b)  Enterprise zones (Sections 135.200 - 135.286); 

(c)  Relocation of a business to a distressed community (Section 135.535); or 

(d)  Rural empowerment zones (Sections 135.900 - 135.906); 

(4)  Specifies that if the facility is utilizing withholding taxes from the new jobs for any other state program, the taxes will first be credited to the other state program before they will begin to accrue to this program.  If the facility is participating in the New Jobs Training Program, it cannot retain any withholding taxes that are already allocated for use in that program; 

(5)  Allows a qualified supplier, upon approval of a notice of intent by the department, to retain 100% of the withholding taxes from new jobs for three years.  If the qualified supplier pays wages for the new jobs that are equal to or greater than 120% of the industry average wage for Missouri as determined by the department using NAICS industry classifications, it can retain the withholding taxes for five years; 

(6)  Requires the department to respond with an approval or rejection within 30 days to a qualified manufacturing facility or qualified supplier who provides a notice of intent to receive benefits under this program.  Failure of the department to respond will result in the notice of intent being deemed an approval; 

(7)  Specifies that any taxpayer who is awarded benefits under this program and knowingly hires individuals who are not allowed

to work legally in the United States will immediately forfeit these benefits and repay the state an amount equal to any withholding taxes already retained; 

(8)  Requires a qualified manufacturing facility or qualified supplier that fails to comply with the provisions of the program to repay all benefits previously obtained from the state with an interest of 5% per year from the date the benefit was originally received; 

(9)  Requires the department to submit an annual report by March 1 to the General Assembly with information on the participating facilities and suppliers, the amount of benefits provided, the net state fiscal impact, and the number of new and retained jobs; 

(10)  Limits the aggregate amount of retained withholding taxes authorized under the program to $35 million per year; and 

(11)  Specifies that taxpayers awarded benefits under the program will not be required to obtain affidavits from subcontractors regarding the employment of illegal immigrants. 

The provisions of the substitute will expire six years from the effective date. 

Testifying in support were Economic Development Corporation of K.C., Mo School Board Association, St. Louis County Municipal League, Mo Chamber of Commerce, Mo Economic Development Council, K.C. Area Development Council, K.C. Power and Light, St. Louis Regional Chamber and Growth Association, K.C. Chamber of Commerce, NFIB, Clay County Economic Development Council, Mo Auto Dealers, City of Liberty, Mo AFL-CIO, North K.C. Schools, Standard Machine & Manufacturing Co., Altec Industries, Penny Plate, Inc., Spencer Fane Britt & Brown LLP, Pittsburgh Corning Corporation, K.C. Councilwoman, UAW Local 249, Sierra Bullets and Village of Claycomo. Testifying in opposition was Mo Right to Life. 

SMALL BUSINESS INCUBATORS ACT:  The House Committee on Jon Creation and Economic Development held a hearing on HB 1457 sponsored by Rep. Fallert (D-Ste. Genevieve).  This bill re-establishes the Small Business Incubators Act which consists of a loan, loan guarantee, and grant program for the establishment, operation, and administration of small business incubators.  A local sponsor may submit an application to the Department of Economic Development to obtain a loan, loan guarantee, or grant.  The bill specifies the requirements of the application, the criteria which must be met in order to review and accept an application, the purposes for which a loan or grant can be used, and the responsibilities of the local sponsor. 

The Missouri Small Business Incubators Fund is created consisting of appropriations, gifts, and other contributions.  At least 30% of the money in the fund must be reserved for a local sponsor to establish, operate, or administer a small business incubator program or to provide funding to an organization which operates a program in a rural community.  Taxpayers who make a contribution to the fund or to an approved local sponsor will be entitled to a tax credit for 50% of the donation.  The department must ensure that local sponsors receiving financial awards meet the conditions of the program and may convert loans to grants if deemed appropriate.  The department is required to submit an annual report by January 1 to the Governor, the Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives, and the Secretary of the Senate.  The bill specifies the annual report's requirements. No one testified in support or opposition. 

PORT AUTHORITY LEGISLATION:  This week the House committee on Job Creation and Economic Development held a hearing on SS SCS SB 578 sponsored by Sen. Shields (R-Buchannan).  

ESTABLISHMENT OF A PORT IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT - This act establishes the Port Improvement District Act. Under the terms of the act, a port authority may establish a port improvement district within its boundaries for the purpose of funding qualified project costs. The port authority board must hold public hearings on whether to create port improvement district. After the public hearing, the board may approve the petition to create a district by resolution. The port authority board must file a petition in circuit court requesting the creation of a port improvement district. Within 30 days of the circuit court's certification of the petition and establishment of the district, the board must file a copy of the board's resolution approving the petition, the certified petition and the court's judgment certifying and establishing the district with the Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission. 

Testifying in support were Port Authority of Kansas City, Mo Chamber of Commerce and City of Kansas City. 

OMNIBUS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BILL:  On March 31, the Senate took up for perfection SCS SB 895 sponsored by Sen. Dempsey.  This bill combines several economic development programs including: Missouri Jobs for the Future; the Missouri Science and Innovation Reinvestment Act; Missouri First Program; Show Me funds; and Proof of Concept Financing.  An amendment was offered that would subject tax credits to a cap and allocation by the Director of Economic Development and an amendment to that amendment was offered that would subject the tax credits to a cap and to appropriations.  The bill was laid over with the amendments pending.


HEARINGS OF INTEREST:
Senate-Financial/Gov. Org. and Elections      
MONDAY - 04/12/10
2:00 PM, Senate Lounge
 

Public hearing:

HB 1842  

Wilson-130
Specifies that the fractional requirement for passage of a tax measure must be deemed satisfied only if the popular vote percentage is equal or greater than a four decimal percentage equivalent of the fraction.

Executive session may or may not follow.

House-Retirement      
TUESDAY - 04/13/10
12:00 PM, HR 4
 

Public hearing:

HB 2122  

Dougherty
Allows a retiree of the Missouri Local Government Employees' Retirement System to serve as an elected official without forfeiting his or her monthly retirement benefit under specified situations.

Executive session to follow. Following the afore mentioned business the
committee will be discussing SB 714.

House-Utilities      
TUESDAY - 04/13/10
Upon morning recess, HR 1
 

Public hearing:

SB 791  

Griesheimer
Modifies provisions pertaining to sewer districts.

Executive session may follow.

House-SC on General Laws      
TUESDAY - 04/13/10
Upon Afternoon Adj., HR 3
 

Public hearings will be conducted for the following bills:

SB 605  

Mayer
Increases the assessed valuation a county must maintain in order to move into a higher classification.

Executive session may be held.

Senate-Gubernatorial Appointments      
WEDNESDAY - 04/14/10
8:30 AM, Senate Lounge
 

Reappointments:
Ronald Dirck Clark, Republican, as a member of the Missouri Western State
University Board of Governors (Lager)

 Executive session may or may not follow



	

	
	
	
	

	Senate-Transportation 
WEDNESDAY - 04/14/10
8:00 AM, SCR 1
HB 1664  

Wasson
Changes the compensation and mileage allowance for certain members of a county highway commission.

 

Executive session

Senate-Jobs, Eco. Devo. and Local Government      
WEDNESDAY - 04/14/10
12:00 PM, Senate Lounge
HB 1290  

Gatschenberger
Increases the minimum value of county property that the auditor in a charter county must annually inventory.

HB 1806  

Franz
Increases the assessed valuation thresholds for a county to move into a higher classification.


	
	
	


If you would like the full text of a bill or a bill summary, they will be posted at http://www.moga.state.mo.us/ as they become available.  This report was distributed by the St. Joseph Area Chamber of Commerce with support from the City of St. Joseph, Buchanan County, Missouri Western State University, St. Joseph Convention and Visitors Bureau, and Heartland Health.

##END##

